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Mexico City in June, 1863. The time had now
eome when Napoleon thought it opportune to
show his hand. Those were the days when Lee
appeared invincible, and when Chancellorsville
crowned a splendid series of triumphs. In Eng-
land, the Southern party made a fresh start; and
societies were organized to aid the Confederacy.
At Liverpool, Laird Brothers were * building, os-
tensibly for France, really for the Confederacy,
two ironclads supposed to outclass every ship in
the Northern navy. In France, 100,000 unem-
ployed cotton hands were rioting for food. To
raise funds for the Confederacy the great Erlanger
banking-house of Paris negotiated a loan based
on cotton which was to be delivered after the
breaking of the blockade. Napoleon dreamed of
a shattered American union, two enfeebled re-
publics, and a broad way for his own scheme in
Mexico.
In June an English politician of Southern sym-
pathies, Edward Roebuck, went over to France,
was received by the Emperor, and came to an
understanding with him. Roebuck went home to
report to the Southern party that Napoleon was
ready to intervene, and that all he waited for was
England's cooperation. A motion "to enter into